	Note: You can print this (or any page) from your web browser by selecting File/Print. This information is provided for your personal use only and is not to be redistributed without permission of the author. 

This tutorial will teach you how to create a bold, dramatic text effect for your web site. You have probably seen this effect used for movie titles. Step by step instructions are given for Photoshop versions 3, 4 and 5, but you could also create this image using the gradient tools within Corel PhotoPaint or Paint Shop Pro. 

1. In Photoshop, select File/New, and fill with black. Create your text using the Type tool. 
In Photoshop 3, you'll want to select only the text by using Control+Alt+T on Windows, or Command+Alt+T on the Mac. 
In Photoshop 4, you won't need to select the text. 

In Photoshop 5, you'll want to select Layer/Type/Render Type, or right mouse click on the "T" icon in the layers palette and select Render Type. Then select the Transparency Checkbox on the Layers palette before you apply the gradient. 

Next, use the Gradient tool. You can change the setting of the Gradient tool by double-clicking on the Gradient tool icon, which will open the Option palette for the Gradient tool. Set your background color to black, and the foreground color to very pale gray as shown in the example. Double click on the Gradient icon to open the Options Palette. In the Options Palette, set the type of gradient to Linear, and the Gradient to Foreground to Background. 

You can use any two colors, as long as one of the colors matches the background (black was used in this example). 

Apply the gradient from top to bottom of the text selection while holding down the Shift key. Using the Shift key with the Gradient tool constrains the gradient to a smooth vertical blend. 
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2. With the type layer selected, from the Layers Palette, select Duplicate Layer. Drag the duplicated type down vertically by 3 or 4 pixels by using the arrow keys on your keypad. In Photoshop 4 and Photoshop 5, make sure that the Transparency Checkbox is selected on the Layers palette for the type layer. Then apply the same gradient in the opposite direction. Voila! Dramatic text for your web site! 

3. Select Mode/Indexed, or Image/Mode/Indexed in Photoshop 4 and Photoshop 5 and save this as a gif file. 

Remember, even though this technique is demonstrated with type, you could also use this effect on clipart, line art, or a logo, as shown below: 
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What is the typeface used for the title graphic on this page? It's called ITC Anna, and it's available from ITC or ImageClub. 

The fish, above, is from a dingbat font called Diversities, also available from ImageClub and included with CorelDraw. 
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