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Okay, let's say you're not at all crazy about all these fancy tables and columns and sidebars.  You just don't need or want any special layout for your page.  What you have is just plain text with some images here and there and probably a title at the top and a navigation bar at the bottom.  Admittedly a safe, respectable, cost-effective approach.  Many pages really do benefit from such simplistic design, and many more will even suffer from any other. 

So what?  Is it that I have a suggestion even for you?!  Actually, I do have one little tip.  Here it is: 

For easier reading, please indent the right and left margins of your page!  It's as simple as putting a couple of <BLOCKQUOTE> tags in the beginning and the corresponding number of </BLOCKQUOTE>s at the end of your HTML file.  Every <BLOCKQUOTE> ... </BLOCKQUOTE> pair adds some amount of white space to the side margins of the page. (On some browsers, however, only the left margin is indented.) 

You may not be realizing to what extent the screen-wide lines of text are hard to read.  Worse yet, sticking the text against the window's edges makes the page look extremely amateurish and untidy.  (This very page is intentionally left in such a primordial state for you to see the difference... from the rest of the site.)  Hey, can you probably imagine a paper page without any margins? 

So give it a try and see for yourself.  Experiment to find the optimum margin size.  And enjoy the professional look your simple page will suddenly acquire! 
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  MSIE 3.0 has a very, hmmm, peculiar algorithm of centering and flushing material inside <BLOCKQUOTE> tags.  For instance, a <P ALIGN=LEFT> will obediently flush a paragraph to the left indented margin, while <P ALIGN=RIGHT> flushes it to the rightmost of the browser window, apparently ignoring any <BLOCKQUOTE> environment.  Also, be aware that in MSIE the <P ALIGN=something> tag does need an explicit </P> at the end of the paragraph, or the alignment will leak through to the paragraphs that follow.


