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	Both Netscape Navigator and Internet Explorer now allow using the non-breaking space which is invoked by the following character sequence in a HTML file: 

&nbsp;

Notice the semicolon; as in all such character codes, it's a part of the syntax rather than a punctuation mark.  The code should be in lowercase (although Netscape chose to treat it as case insensitive). 

Wherever you put this code into your HTML, it will result in a single space character that's a bit different from a normal space.  In particular, such a space will never get away or get jammed into adjacent spaces (be they non-breaking or not), and it won't allow the browser to break (hence non-breaking) the text line at where it's sitting. 
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  If you need to prevent a whole sequence of words or symbols from breaking across lines, enclose it into the <NOBR> ... </NOBR> pair of tags.
  

So what may be the use of this pseudo-space? Wow, to name just a couple of possibilities... 
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don't tear apart what wants to stay together
	
	

	 
	 
As the name implies, non-breaking space should be used wherever a line break is undesirable.  The most common examples are the initials that are to be kept together with the name (as in "Ch. L. Dodgson") and the units of measure that are not to be torn apart from their numbers (as in "200 miles").  In all such cases, put the above character code instead of the space so that it closely glue with the characters on both sides, e.g.: 

200&nbsp;miles

Other places to use non-breaking spaces are more a matter of personal preference.  For instance, I often use it to tie version number with the program name (as in "Netscape 3.0") and to prevent an "I" or "A" starting a sentence from being left at the end of a line.  (And to prevent a smiley from being torn away, too :)  No matter what is your accepted practice, remember that the narrower is your column of text, the less desirable is the use of &nbsp;s because they will make it more difficult for the browser to properly typeset text. 

One day you may want to have some words  s p a c e d  o u t  like this.  Here, non-breaking spaces should be used between letters to prevent such a word from getting broken across lines.  If you have several spaced out words one after another, put an extra &nbsp; along with the usual space between words so that the interword space, thus doubled, could be easily distinguished from the single intraword space. 
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speaking languages
	
	

	 
	 
In Russian texts, you should use the non-breaking space to tie dashes (more precisely, em-dashes) to what precedes them, because a new line cannot begin with a dash.  In English, this is not necessary since a dash usually has no separating spaces on either side---like this. 

  You might wonder if there exists a more elegant way to render an em-dash than by using three adjacent minus signs (---).  Unfortunately, the &emdash; character code is not yet supported by major browsers.  If you've run across the possibility of invoking the emdash character by its code (namely &#151; which gives —) then be aware that this most probably won't work with browsers on any platforms other than Windows and Macintosh.  Alas, "---" or "--" (whichever better suits your taste) seems to be the only reliable way to render something reasonably dash-like.
  

French tradition has its peculiarities, too.  In this language you should offset all question and exclamation marks, colons, semicolons, and angle quotes (guillemots) with a blank space from what they belong to---and of course, these spaces should be non-breaking.  So, for example, something "in French" should actually be « en Français » which is coded as 

&laquo;&nbsp;en Fran&ccedil;ais&nbsp;&raquo;

By the way, support for &laquo; and &raquo; ("left angle quote" and "right angle quote") codes is, too, far from universal, so you'd better avoid these if you aim at the widest possible audience. 

  It's a mystery for me why, having provided for both opening and closing angle quotes used in French (and in Russian), HTML character set offers no way to render usual opening and closing English quotes! 

(To say the truth, there are the codes &#147; and &#148; that produce “ and ”.  However, these numeric codes, just as the above code for em-dash, are even more dangerous than a descriptive code such as &laquo;.  They may produce funny symbols not only on different platforms, but even with different fonts on the same platform---for example, try invoking them within a fixed width font.) 

All you can rely on is just one " character that certainly won't win no prizes for typographic elegance---strictly speaking, it's not even a "quote" but a character to denote inches, as in 3 1/2".  (Many HTML editors substitute &quot; code for this symbol, although this won't give you a real quote either and therefore is not really necessary.)
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make your full stops fuller
	
	

	 
	 
In English typography, it is an accepted (although now regarded as old-fashioned by most people) practice to increase the amount of white space between the sentences---that is, after a full stop, an exclamation or a question mark.  The easiest way to emulate this in HTML is to add a &nbsp; code after each punctuation mark which ends a sentence (preserving the original space in its place as well, of course). 

This issue is controversial a bit, because in typography, the amount of the extended space is usually less than twice the original space, and thus doubled spaces in HTML may seem too strong a measure to someone.  However, I personally like this convention and always use it (for instance, in the page you're reading now).  I believe that such usage facilitates reading by providing visual clues of where the sentence breaks---which may be not easy to guess sometimes, especially given the complicated syntax and the abundance of non-textual elements in modern technical texts. 
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miscellanea
	
	

	 
	 
In this last category belong various situations where a non-breaking space can serve as a spacer, as a strut to prop up something, or simply as a placeholder to fool the browser into thinking "there's something there" while in fact there's nothing but a space.  Occasions for such a use are quite numerous, and some of them have been described in my Tips;  see, for instance, the Tip on using text effects and especially the Tip on struts. 

  When using the &nbsp; code, beware of a curious bug in MSIE 3.0:  When a &nbsp; or any other non-numeric code from the second half of the character table (e.g. &reg;, &pound;, or &eacute;) comes immediately after a closing </TT>, </CODE>, </SAMP>, or </KBD> tag, the intended effect of setting fixed width font gets lost.  For instance, 

<TT>abc</TT>&nbsp;

will show up in a fixed width font in Navigator, but the same will be rendered with a proportional font in Explorer, unless you delete the &nbsp; or indent it with at least a space.

	
	


